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Germany depends on the integration of international skilled workers to meet
the growing demand for skilled workers. Recognition of professional qualifica-
tions is required in “regulated professions”, such as general nurse and doctor, in
order to work in Germany as a skilled worker.

From 2012, when the Recognition Act came into force, to the end of 2023, a
total of 427,000 applications were made under federal and federal state law for
recognition of a qualification obtained abroad. In addition, 305,000 applica-
tions were made to the federal states’ Central Service Center for Professional
Recognition (ZAB) for a statement of comparability for a higher education quali-
fication obtained abroad. The number of applications is increasing every year.
The vast majority of applications were for the occupation of general nurse,
followed by doctor and engineer.

Applicants are increasingly coming from third countries. These comprised 83
percent of applications in 2023, while 17 percent came from the EU.

The recognition of foreign professional qualifications is a complex procedure.
The provision of information and advice is crucial for accessing the recognition
procedure and completing it successfully. With its advisory sessions on reco-
gnition and job training offers, Network IQ represents an important support
structure. It has advised over 175,000 people on recognition since 1 January
2023 alone.

Source: Bericht zum Anerkennungsgesetz 2023, BIBB

NUMBER OF RECOGNITION NOTICES

70.000 67.536

60.000
47.169
50.000 :

40.000

30.000

20.000

10.000

0
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Continuous increase in the number of recognition notices

@ Positive - full equivalence

@ Partial equivalence (only for non-regulated professions)
@ Negative — no equivalence

Recognition monitoring fact sheet, 2024, Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training (BIBB)
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FURTHER INFORMATION
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I \ Integration througt
Qualification

The 1Q funding programme supports recognition

through advice and training.

https://www.netzwerk-iq.de/en/

$232* ANERKENNUNG
$#' INDEUTSCHLAND

Information portal of the German government for the
recognition of foreign professional qualifications.
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/
en/index.phpen/index.php

h PORTAL

The information portal for foreign professional
qualifications
https://www.bq-portal.de/en

@ anabin

Das Infoportal zu auslandischen
Bildungsabschlissen

Information portal for foreign educational qualifications
https://anabin.kmk.org

ENTRY FOR RECOGNITION

Skilled workers from third countries wishing to
participate in a job training scheme as part of

the recognition procedure can enter Germany
for this purpose.

The “Guideline for Advising on Section 16d

of the Residence Act” from the Network
“Integration through Qualification” provides
information on the requirements and options
regulated in Section 16d of the Residence Act
(AufenthG) with the entry into force of the Skil-
led Immigration Act. This addresses the pro-
cedure itself and other topics such as training
to compensate for substantial differences, visa
procedures, funding, and required documents.

https://t1p.de/igleitfadenl6d



https://www.netzwerk-iq.de/fileadmin/Redaktion/Downloads/Fachstelle_Beratung_und_Qualifizierung/IQ_Leitfaden_für_die_Beratung_zu__16d_Aufenthaltsgesetz.pdf
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/en/index.php
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/en/index.php
https://www.netzwerk-iq.de/en/
https://www.bq-portal.de/en
https://anabin.kmk.org/anabin.html

60 Network 1Q advice centres assist service users across Germany with the recognition of their foreign qualifications.

IQRIN Schleswig-Holstein
1Q RIN Mecklenburg-West Pomerania

1QRIN Hamburg
IQRIN Lower Saxony
Hipstedt
IQRIN Bremen
IQRIN Lower Saxony 1QRIN Berlin
annover
IQRIN Brandenburg

IQRIN Saxony-Anhalt
IQRIN North Rhine-Westphalia East

1QRIN North Rhine-Westphalia West
IQRIN Leipzig

IQRIN Thuringia

IQRIN Chemnitz/Dresden
IQRIN Hesse

IQRIN Trier
IQRIN Rhineland-Palatinate

IQRIN Saarland IQRIN Baden 1Q RIN MigraNet plus Franconia

IQRIN Wirttemberg
1Q RIN MigraNet plus Southeast Bavaria

1Q RIN MigraNet plus Region Munich

All 60 advice centres in Network 1Q with contact details: https://t1p.de/IQAQB

The IQ Competence Centre for Counselling and Job Training of Migrants supports and advises members of the Network IQ — Integration through
Qualification in two areas: counselling on credential recognition and job training as well as bridge training schemes in the context of the Recognition
Act. The competence centre disseminates results and findings from these areas to decision-makers in politics, administration, business and the
expert community.

Further information can be found on the website of the specialist centre:
https://www.netzwerk-iq.de/foerderprogramme-iq/fachstellen/fachstelle-anerkennung-und-qualifizierung

1Q advisory offers

A total of 176,025 persons received advice on recognition

from January 2023 to June 2025. The 1Q advice portal was developed within Network 1Q and is now
being used in eight federal states and by 34 of the 60 |Q advice cent-
res across Germany.

The platform offers individual advice on recognition and job training
from 1Q experts. The system is secure, transparent, multilingual and
intuitive to use. Users enter their own professional background infor-
mation and can upload documents and certificates. An IQ advisory

Ine
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6 The top three countries of origin of service users are
Ukraine, Turkey and Syria.

The 1Q advisory sessions are often multilingual. Advice is
.’ provided across Germany and in more than 35 languages.

® The reference occupations most frequently represented in session is allocated by postcode. An IQ adviser will then make contact
% the advisory sessions are businessengineer, economist, and with the person seeking advice. They will respond to questions by
teacher. email, or a personal advisory session will be arranged. All advice

cases are archived and documented to also enable monitoring and

— knowledge management.
and is available in person, by telephone, email, virtually

and on social media

i‘;'i Counselling is offered as individual and group counselling

Further information is available at:

All Network 1Q performance data comes from surveys of supported projects conducted by the IQ Competence
Centre for Recognition and Job Training/f-bb gGmbH and ebb Gmbh.

Want to know more?
https://www.netzwerk-iq.de/en/
1Q Networking Project (IQ NP) at the Entwicklungsgesellschaft fiir berufliche Bildung mbH  info@ebb-bildung.de  Tel. +49 (221) 932981-0

The Network IQ — Integration through Qualification is funded by the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs and the European Union through the European Social Fund Plus
(ESF Plus) and administered by the Federal Office for Migration and Refugees. Strategic partners in implementing the programme are the Federal Ministry for Education, Family
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth and the Federal Employment Agency.

Funded by: Administered by: In cooperation with:

of Labour and Social Affairs x " for Migration for Education, Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, fiir Arbeit
* and Refugees Women and Youth

Federal Ministry = Federal Office Federal Ministry Bundesagentur

Co-funded by
the European Union


https://www.netzwerk-iq.de/en/
http://www.anerkennungsberatung-iq.de
https://www.netzwerk-iq.de/fileadmin/Redaktion/Downloads/IQ_Publikationen/Allgemeine_Publikationen/Netzwerkübersicht_Auszug_AQB_FIBeratung.pdf
https://www.netzwerk-iq.de/foerderprogramm-iq/fachstellen/fachstelle-anerkennung-und-qualifizierung
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